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in Christ, has laid his foundation in Jesus Christ, Son of G-od and Son of man. And where Christ is the Foundation we may hope that good works will follow as the building raised upon it. For He who is the very Truth says Himself: He that entereth not ly the door into the sheep/old, but dimbeth up some other way-, the same is a thief and a robber; but he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. And shortly afterwards He adds : / am the door. He then enters into the sheepfold by the door who enters in by Christ; and he enters in by Christ who believes and preaches the truth with regard to Christ, as the Creator and [Redeemer of the human race, and who conforms his life to the doctrine which he preaches, and who undertakes his high office, not from desire of mere transitory glory, but in order to bear its burdens as a duty. Such a man watches with active care over the sheepfold committed to him, lest evil men with evil words should rend the flock of God, or evil spirits should lay waste the flock by the destructive allurements of vice. But in all these matters may He Himself instruct us, who for our sakes became man, who condescended to be made what He Himself had made. May He pour the Spirit of His love into me who am so weak, and into you whose charity is so strong. May He open the eyes of our hearts that we may be thoroughly watchful and may exercise the duty of supervision with all carefulness."
One other notable Eastern ecclesiastic, with whom Gregory had some correspondence, may be mentioned. This was the Emperor's kinsman, Doniitian, bishop of Melitene and metropolitan of Lesser Armenia, an eloquent prelate, of whose diplomatic talents Maurice had been glad to avail himself in negotiating with Chosroes of Persia. Domitian had endeavoured to convert the king, but Chosroes, though interested in the Christian religion,1 could not be brought to the point of embracing the Faith. Gregory tried to console the archbishop for his want of success by assuring him that although his efforts had been fruitless so far as Chosroes was concerned, he would not miss the reward of his own zeal. " The Ethiopian comes out of the bath as black as he went in, yet the bathman gets
1 See the stories in Theophylact Hist. iv. 10; v. 1, 2, 13,14; Evagrius Hist. vi. 16, 20. Fredegarius, Chron. 9, reports a fable concerning his conversion. But see Gregory's letter above.